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	What’s INSIDE
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	Help is always needed! If you are available at the  8:30 or 10:30 service,  please sign-up at:
	http://bit.ly/3KPmamT
	FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
	and faithfulness when you joined the church some years ago? The church should be the place where such wrestling with faith and faithfulness, doubts and dreams, happens in community. For that is the koinonia through which the Spirit is at work in our midst.
	This Easter season is a fitting time to think more deeply about our embrace of the good news we profess on Easter day about the empty tomb, the risen Lord, and God’s continuing presence in our lives. As I head off on sabbatical for the next couple of months,  I hope that you will give thought to those questions and to the ways God is shaping  your life day to day. Some of my time will be spent doing that as well, discerning the new things God is doing among us and in us and through us as the church. May God inspire  us one and all to embrace the good news  of Easter with joyful alleluias that resound throughout the year, not only from our lips  but more importantly, in our hearts and lives. Blessings!
	Helen Ramsey, long-time member  of Covenant, will celebrate her  100th birthday on April 24th.  Help her celebrate by showering  her with birthday cards and blessings. Her mailing address is: 422 Windemere Drive Staunton, VA 24401
	Because Covenant members love seeing kids smile… Led by our Outreach team, several of our members came together and stuffed hundreds of Easter eggs for an egg hunt at Community Child Care. We also have a team of readers who go read to the kids every week! Community outreach like this helps us serve our neighbors with joy!
	We need two (2) volunteers to staff the church nursery during the 10:30 service each week. While one must be an adult over the age of 21, the second can be anyone over the age of 14.
	If you can share your time in this way, sign up here: https://bit.ly/nurseryworkers  Questions? Contact Rae Watson.
	Items for the next newsletter are due by 9:00 am on Friday, April 17th.
	Please email Martha at:  covenantpcusastaunton @gmail.com
	Palm Sunday  April 5, 2026


	EGG HUNT  2026
	Games, Crafts & Fun!

	Novels & Needles Book Club meets the Second Friday of the Month  10:00am in the Breezeway  Next meeting is April 10
	Presbyterian Women meet the Second Tuesday of the Month 10:30am in the Breezeway  Next meeting is April 14
	Grief Support Group meets the Fourth Sunday of the Month 11:45am in Room 5  Next meeting is April 26
	Carrie Darracott  - Mary Beth Finley - Cleo Holly  Carol Jennings - Anne Mitchell - Donald Netschke  Helen Ramsey -  Charlotte Rankin - Patti Seaton - Joan Swift    Fran von Seldeneck - Martha Ware - Kathleen Wilkers  Sherry Woodland - Joyce & Steve Wszalek

	Lynn Murphey Connie Westfall Joanie Eiland James Harris Whit Menefee Melinda Bare Stephanie Harrison Brian Campbell Ashley Kane Troy Lawson Jake Schindler Carrie Chenery Troy Kurtz Janet Surratt Terry Westhafer Juliana Wszalek Susan Wszalek Teri Summers-Minette Andy Hostetter Hayden Terry Tom Compton Helen Ramsey  Mike Norris Eric Fauerbach Dori Walk Abigail Cassell Aaron Campbell
	If we missed your birthday,  please email Martha at  covenant pcusastaunton @gmail.com

	ONGOING OUTREACH
	Peanut Butter Sunday
	First Sunday of Each Month

	FILL THE BUCKET -
	HELP RESTOCK THE VERONA FOOD PANTRY
	Help feed our neighbors in need! Donations may be dropped off in the RED BUCKETS located in the vestibule just outside the church office or in the Narthex.
	1000 lbs. = 1 bench


	PLASTIC BAG COLLECTION
	MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
	LET’S RESTOCK THE SHELBURNE
	PANTRY

	www.cten.org/crystalraphael

	FACEBOOK                  WEBSITE YOUTUBE                      EMAIL
	Get Involved with Jones Gardens This Season!
	COVENANT  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  Mailing Address: PO Box 2948, Staunton, VA 24402  Physical Address:  2001 N. Coalter Street  Office — 540-885-2138  Fax — 540-885-4399  Office Hours:  Mon - Thurs, 8:15am - 3:15pm Fri, 8:15am -12:15pm

	Wednesdays APRIL 8 - 29@ 6:00 pm Great Hall
	The Covenant community is invited to attend TOW and pay what you will for dinner. We always offer a vegetarian option(s).
	HOW YOU CAN HELP: In April, we will need one person (or a team) to host the dinner for us. You may choose to cook the meal or arrange catering and be reimbursed for the costs. The hosts come a little early and make sure that everything is set up, the food gets prepared, and make  a salad. Also needed are two people to  assist with clean-up. And for the favorite  part of the meal . . . desserts are needed!  Sign up at http://bit.ly/TOWHOST  If you have any questions, contact Kristen Lambert.
	JOIN US: 1. Bring a friend! TOW meals are more fun with new people to meet. 2. Make a reservation by noon on the Monday before the TOW you plan to attend so we know how many to prepare to feed. Sign up online at https://bit.ly/TOWATTEND26 or sign the Friendship Register in the pew on Sunday or contact Martha at the church office at 540-885-2138
	We hope to see you at TOW!
	RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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	Striving to be Faithful Disciples of Christ: Worshiping with Joy, Growing in Faith, Serving in Love
	The Bell Choir always strikes me as a metaphor for our                                                     church. No single ringer in the Bell Choir can play the entire                                                    melody alone. There is no way any one person can hold the                                                     necessary full set of bells to play the song. By themselves, they can offer several notes at the right time, but never the full hymn. That’s what makes  it such a powerful image of the Christian faith. The Apostle Paul reminds us that the body of Christ has many members, each with a different role. In a bell choir, that truth is audible. You can’t jump the gun and play your part first. But when each ringer watches the director, waits for the right moment, and rings faithfully, something larger emerges:  a song no single person could create. Church life works the same way. Some of us  carry bright, high notes. Others of us provide the low, steady tones that give depth and grounding. Some ring often while others wait patiently through long measures of rest. Even silence has purpose. It creates space for someone else’s sound to emerge. The Good News for both the Bell Choir and our church as a whole? No one has to be the whole song. In a world that celebrates individual efforts and solo performances, our Handbell Choir reminds us that faith is shared work. It requires attention, humility, and trust. We may only see our own, small line of notes, but when we ring them out as part of a community, something beautiful happens. Your calling is simple: Ring the bell entrusted to you by God; the person you are and the calling you feel in your heart. Ring it clearly, faithfully, and with love so that, together with others, the music of God’s restoration can be heard.  - Rev Dominic Taranowski


